
December 2, 2022

Dear Parents, Students and Employees,

My purpose in writing to you is to provide an important safety update. The District has installed a new
emergency system that improves security and communication during a lockdown. An important feature of
the system is a network of blue flashing emergency lights.

Our students are already familiar with flashing lights during fire drills. The new blue lights are very similar and
flash on the exterior walls of our schools as well as in hallways and bathrooms. The lights will flash during
lockdown drills so students become familiar with them.

In the event of a real lockdown, every parent and employee would receive a mass communication informing
them of a lockdown and advising parents to stay off campus until the lockdown is over. However, when
flashing blue lights are seen on a school’s exterior or through windows it will typically signify a drill. Each
school conducts at least four lockdown drills every year. If lights are flashing after school, we are typically
testing the system. Parents are not notified of fire drills, lockdown drills or system testing. So if you are in the
area and you see flashing lights you can confirm that we are conducting a drill or testing by checking our
marquee for the message “A safety drill/test is occurring on campus.” Practice is important to help students
become accustomed to this enhanced system.

I also want to remind you to vote Monday, December 12 on the proposed capital project. The purpose of the
project is to replace the roof on DHS, remove remaining asbestos containing building materials (ACBM) from
schools and to replace our climate control systems.

The vote will be conducted from noon to 8pm in the DHS gym foyer on Monday, December 12.  Please mark
your calendars and contact me with any questions about our security upgrades or the project.

Sincerely,

Dr. Paul J. Alioto
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